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Streamlining Campus Parking with License Plate Recognition 
Technology 
 
Written by Lance Klukas, DMI Security Consultant 
 
Campus security is entering a new era of efficiency and effectiveness with the advancements of 
License Plate Recognition (LPR) technology. This innovative system isn’t new, but promises to 
revolutionize parking management on campus, enhancing security and providing valuable 
insights into parking patterns and usage. Not only can it help manage parking, but this 
technology can be proactive for security as it could alert staff that someone of interest, such as 
a banned student, is on campus.  
 

Typically, the first phase involves installing high-tech cameras at key 
points across the campus, including parking lot entrances and exits, 
alongside main roads, within parking garages, and even mounted on 
patrol vehicles. These cameras are linked to LPR software capable of 
accurately reading and interpreting license plate numbers under various 
conditions. 

 
Database Management for Enhanced Security 
A central database will store all license plate data, maintaining records of authorized vehicles 
and parking permit holders. This system plays a crucial role in security, allowing for the 
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quick identification of unauthorized or suspicious vehicles on campus grounds. Therefore, LPR 
technology automates much of the parking management process. The system grants access to 
vehicles with valid permits while restricting unauthorized vehicles. This automation extends to 
monitoring time-limited parking zones, ensuring adherence to campus parking policies. 
 
A key benefit of this system is its ability to promptly identify parking violations. Campus security 
can efficiently enforce regulations, addressing issues such as illegal parking or permit violations, 
thereby maintaining order and ensuring fair use of parking resources. The LPR system will 
seamlessly integrate with existing campus systems, including security protocols and payment 
processing for parking fees. This integration enhances the overall efficiency of campus 
operations. 
 
The data collected by the LPR system offers analysis into parking trends. This information is vital 
for making informed decisions about future parking infrastructure and policy changes, ensuring 
that campus parking resources meet the evolving needs of students, employees, and visitors. 
 
Privacy and Legal Compliance 
We are aware of privacy concerns; however, many systems are designed to ensure that data 
storage, access, and retention comply with all relevant privacy laws and regulations. It is 
important to keep the campus community informed. Educational initiatives should be rolled out 
to familiarize everyone with any new system and changes in parking procedures. 
 
Conclusion 
The introduction of License Plate Recognition technology is a major step forward for campus 
security. It not only simplifies parking management but also reinforces your commitment to a 
secure, efficient, and well-managed campus environment. See how one University in Florida 
caught a rash of burglaries.  
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